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Spiders exhibit remarkable behavioral and structural adaptations for survival, among which the construction of retreats and egg sacs represents a critical component of their life history. Retreats, ranging from silk-lined burrows and folded leaves to natural crevices and anthropogenic shelters, serve multiple purposes, including predator avoidance, thermoregulation, moulting, and breeding. Egg sacs, likewise, show striking interspecific diversity in shape, size, material, and mode of attachment, reflecting evolutionary responses to ecological pressures. In this study, we documented the diversity of retreats and egg sacs across multiple spider families observed from field surveys in Kerala, India. Photographic documentation highlights both the structural variations and associated behaviors, including maternal care such as guarding, carrying, and active defense of egg sacs. Our observations underscore the ecological significance of retreats and egg sacs as survival strategies, with implications for understanding spider reproductive ecology and predator–prey interactions. The documentation of species-specific behaviours also provides valuable insights into the adaptive diversity of spiders in tropical ecosystems. This study not only contributes to the growing knowledge of arachnid behavioral ecology but also emphasizes the importance of field-based natural history in uncovering hidden aspects of spider biology.
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